
 

 

New Claridge’s ArtSpace launches with a previously unseen exhibition entitled  

‘Sunshine (Complex Relationships Explained Simply)’ by Damien Hirst in time for Frieze 2021 

 

 
Lizard, 2019. Steel, polypropylene, acrylic adhesive, epoxy resin, nylon, PETG, acrylic and copper wire. 

56.3 x 102.4 x 31.9 inches (1430 x 2600 x 810 mm 

 

As the art world looks to London, Claridge’s, the legendary hotel in the heart of Mayfair, will unveil  a 

newly created Claridge’s ArtSpace on Tuesday 12th October 2021, the eve of Frieze.  Opening its doors 

for the first time, the space will exhibit a collection of work by artist Damien Hirst entitled           

‘Sunshine (Complex Relationships Explained Simply)’, presented by HENI.  Claridge’s ArtSpace, 

which is accessed by an entrance on the newly restored Claridge’s façade on Brooks Mews, engineered 

by Jim Mackey, has been designed by John Pawson, to be a multi-functional space, set to house a café 

and art store (opening early 2022) as well as the permanent gallery.  

  

Claridge’s ArtSpace will be launched with an inaugural exhibition, ‘Sunshine (Complex Relationships 

Explained Simply)’, featuring works by long-time friend of the hotel, artist Damien Hirst, presented by 

HENI. The works, which will be shown together for the very first time, include a series of the 

artist’s brilliant pipe cleaner animals and examples of his colour chart series.  

 



For this exhibition, as well as US Dollars and fiat currency, HENI will accept cryptocurrency as 

payment for the artworks. It will also be possible to purchase artworks in the exhibition using Tenders 

from The Currency, Hirst’s first NFT collection. In addition, from 14th October which is the start of the 

exchange window for The Currency series, Claridge’s will serve as the exclusive location for pick-up 

of physical works, which up to now have been stored in a secure vault in the UK. Visitors to ‘Sunshine 

(Complex Relationships Explained Simply)’ can look forward to receiving digital attendance tokens, in 

the form of HENI POAPs, which HENI will be issuing for the very first time.  

 

The reveal of Claridge’s ArtSpace further cements Claridge’s position at the heart of the thriving 

Mayfair art community, both during the annual Frieze art fair and throughout the year. Claridge’s will 

invite its long-standing friends and gallerists within the art world to stage rotating two-month 

exhibitions and shows. The 2022 programme will shortly be announced, with a different curator for 

each show, and an interactive programme of talks and events around each exhibition. This entirely new 

art space in the heart of London has been designed with approachability at its core, with free access to 

all.  It is intended to become an informal daily drop in for the local art community and Londoners alike, 

where they can see an inspiring new exhibition, find an original print, or simply enjoy breakfast, lunch 

or coffee and cake at the upcoming café. 

 

The space is designed by John Pawson, a long-time collaborator of Claridge’s investor Paddy McKillen, 

having designed his first office in Dublin over 35 years ago.  An elegant new staircase will lead down 

from the ground floor to the ArtSpace located in the hotel’s refurbished Victorian basement. With a 

ceiling height of nearly 4m and a footprint of 27m x 10m, the ArtSpace will be one of the largest art 

galleries in Mayfair, with an expanse of contemporary white walls and a pale grey terrazzo floor.  The 

first specifically designed designated art gallery in any luxury hotel in the world, it has been created to 

museum-quality finish, incorporating temperature control and dedicated art lighting.  This newly 

created ArtSpace is part of the ground-breaking engineering project that has been undertaken at 

Claridge’s over the past five years.  It has been carved out by hand from the London clay underneath 

the hotel, with the clay being donated to Claridge’s favourite artists for creating ceramics. 

 

Commenting on the opening, Paddy McKillen said ‘The creation of Claridge’s ArtSpace is part of our 

ongoing commitment to the arts and continued determination and belief in creating ground-breaking 

and inspiring experiences for our guests. While we always respect our distinguished 200 year history, 

we look to continually evolve Claridge’s, staying relevant for the next generation. We hope this will be 

our little gift to them. I am particularly honoured and delighted to open the ArtSpace with an exhibition, 

supported by HENI, of amazing work by Damien, my great friend and one of my all-time favourite 

artists.’ 

 



Damien Hirst said ‘I am overjoyed to be the first artist to have a show in the new ArtSpace at Claridge’s, 

an unbelievable new space which has come together through all the dedication and hard work of my 

great friend Paddy McKillen. In this special presentation for Frieze, presented by HENI, I am showing 

“the pipe cleaner animals”. They are about the fact that everyone’s an artist, they are a group of works 

which have never been seen together before - they are big and fun and playful and hopefully they will 

bring the child out in even the most grown of grown ups! I am also excited that Claridge’s will be the 

location for pick-up of physical works from my first NFT series, The Currency. I love it that Claridge’s, 

a traditional British institution, has built this space for artists and wants to show art at the cutting edge 

and be open and accessible to everyone’.  

 

John Pawson commented ‘Our history with people and with places is part of what defines us and I feel 

very fortunate to have had the opportunity to collaborate again with Paddy and in so iconic a setting. 

Aside from the pleasures of friendship, the project at Claridge’s has brought home to me how my work 

continues to be driven by the idea of making spaces where art and people feel comfortable together.’ 

 

Claridge’s ArtSpace will open from 10 am – 6pm daily from Tuesday 12th October 2021, on Brooks 

Mews, London W1. ‘Sunshine (Complex Relationships Explained Simply)’ by Damien Hirst will be on 

view 12 October – 31 December 2021. 

 

For further information or visuals, please contact: 

Group Director of Communications - Paula Fitzherbert pfitzherbert@maybourne.com  

Communications Director – Charlotte Alexander calexander@maybourne.com  

 

ABOUT CLARIDGE'S 

At the centre of London's Mayfair, Claridge's, part of Maybourne Hotel Group, embodies grand English 

style, timeless glamour and impeccable, intuitive and highly tailored service. It is London's art deco 

jewel, and home to elegant rooms and suites. From London's finest afternoon tea in the Foyer, Michelin 

star dining from Daniel Humm at Davies and Brook to vintage champagnes at Claridge's Bar and the 

Fumoir, and bespoke cocktails at The Painter’s Room, all are part of the hotel's unique splendour and 

charm. 

 

ABOUT DAMIEN HIRST 

Damien Hirst was born in in Bristol, England, and lives and works in London and Devon, England. 

Collections include the Museo d’Arte Contemporanea Donnaregina, Naples, Italy; 

Museum Brandhorst, Munich; Museum für Moderne Kunst, Frankfurt am Main, 

Germany; Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam; Centro de Arte Dos de Mayo, Madrid; Tate, London; Israel 

Museum, Jerusalem; Astrup Fearnley Museet, Oslo; Gallery of Modern Art, Glasgow, Scotland; 
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National Centre for Contemporary Arts, Moscow; Museum of Modern Art, New 

York; Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Washington, DC; Art Institute of Chicago; The 

Broad, Los Angeles; Museo Jumex, Mexico City; and 21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art, 

Kanazawa, Japan. Exhibitions include Cornucopia, Oceanographic Museum of Monaco (2010); Tate 

Modern, London (2012); Relics, Qatar Museums Authority, Al Riwaq (2013); Signification (Hope, 

Immortality and Death in Paris, Now and Then), Deyrolle, Paris (2014); Astrup Fearnley Museet, 

Oslo (2015); The Last Supper, National Gallery of Art, Washington, DC (2016); Treasures from the 

Wreck of the Unbelievable, Palazzo Grassi and Punta della Dogana, Venice (2017); Damien Hirst at 

Houghton Hall: Colour Space Paintings and Outdoor Sculptures, Houghton Hall, Norfolk, England 

(2019); and Mental Escapology, St. Moritz, Switzerland (2021). Hirst received the Turner Prize in 

1995. 

 

ABOUT JOHN PAWSON 

John Pawson CBE has spent over thirty years making rigorously simple architecture that speaks of the 

fundamentals but is also modest in character. His body of work spans a broad range of scales and 

typologies, from private houses, sacred commissions, galleries, museums, hotels, ballet sets, yacht 

interiors and a bridge across a lake. 

As Alvar Aalto’s bronze door handle has been characterised as the ‘handshake of a building’, so a 

sense of engaging with the essence of a philosophy of space through everything the eye sees or the 

hand touches is a defining aspect of Pawson’s work. His method is to approach buildings and design 

commissions in precisely the same manner, on the basis that ‘it’s all architecture’. 

 


